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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 20101963–2002

4/16/2003
General Franks issues 

his "Freedom 
Message," declaring 

that U.S. forces would 
be in Iraq only 

temporarily and 
establishing the CPA.

5/16/2003
CPA Regulation 1 declares 

that CPA will exercise 
temporary executive, 

legislative, and judicial 
powers of government.

6/10/2003
CPA Reg. 2 authorizes the 
use of the DFI to fund 
reconstruction and 
specifies administration 
and audit requirements

8/19/2003  
UN Special 

Representative 
Sergio Vieira de 

Mello and 22 others 
killed in bombing of 

headquarters in 
Baghdad; UN pulls 

out of Iraq.

1/25/2004
USACE establishes 
Gulf Region Division 
(GRD) to provide 
engineering support 
and construction 
management.

5/11/2004
NSPD 36 establishes Iraq 
Reconstruction Management 
Office and Project 
Contracting Office to oversee 
reconstruction projects.

6/28/2004
U.S. Mission-Iraq 
established at the 
dissolution of the CPA. 11/28/2005

DoD directive 3000.05 
establishes stability 

operations as a core mission 
for the U.S. military.

10/23–24/2003
More than $32 billion 
pledged for Iraq reconstruc-
tion at Madrid Donors 
Conference; IRFFI set for 
launch in early 2004. 12/4/2005

The GRD Commander assumes additional 
duties as PCO Director, responsible for  

completion and closeout of IRRF projects 
administered by PCO.

12/7/2005
NSPD-44 charges U.S. Secretary of State, through the 
Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilizaton (S/CRS), 
to lead planning and  coordinate interagency 
reconstruction and stabilization activities.

9/30/2006
PCO stands down; remaining 
elements become functional 
areas of GRD.

1/1/2010
United States Forces-Iraq 
(USF-I) assumes the 
responsibilities of MNF-I, 
MNSTC-I, and MNC-I.

10/23/2009
GRD deactivates; two remaining 

districts (Gulf Region and Gulf Region 
South) perform construction 

management under the USACE  
Transatlantic Division.

5/8/2007
Executive Order 13431 transitions 
IRMO responsibilities to the Iraq 
Transition Assistance Office (ITAO).

12/20/2007
IMF approves Iraq’s second SBA totaling $744 million. The SBA is 
designed to support Iraq’s economic program through March 2009.

2/24/2010
The IMF approves a two-year 
$3.6 billion SBA to cover Iraq’s 
balance-of-payment needs. 

5/16/2003
CPA Order 1 outlaws Ba’ath Party.

3/7/2003
USA, UK, and Spain 

propose UNSCR resolution 
authorizing military action 
against Iraq; France, Russia, 

and Germany reject it.

3/8/2004
Transitional Administrative 
Law (TAL) adopted by IGC.

3/21/2004
CPA Order 67 
creates MOD.

6/28/2004
Iraq regains sovereignty; authority 
transferrred from the CPA to Iraqi 
Interim Government.

1/30/2005
Elections held for provincial 
councils and an interim 
assembly to draft a constitution.

4/22/2006
President Talabani names Nouri 
al-Maliki (a Shia compromise 
candidate) as Prime Minister, ending 
a four-month impasse.

8/1/2007
Iraqi Accord Front, a Sunni political party, 
withdraws from ruling coalition, citing 
insufficient security authority and Prime 
Minister’s failure to release prisoners and 
act against Shia militias.

7/1/2007
Start of Pipeline 

Exclusion Zone program, 
which protects  

Kirkuk-Baiji pipeline from 
insurgent attack.

11/5/2006
Saddam Hussein 
found guilty of crimes 
against humanity and 
sentenced to death by 
hanging.

12/30/2006
Iraqi government 
executes Saddam 
Hussein.

10/15/2005
Constitution approved in 

national referendum.

12/15/2005
Elections held for Council of 

Representantives (CoR).

3/16/2006
Council of Representatives 
(CoR) holds first meeting.

6/7/2006
A U.S. airstrike kills Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi, leader of al-Qaeda 
in Iraq.

9/16/2007
Controversy erupts after Blackwater 
guards shoot and kill 17 Iraqi 
civilians in Nisour Square, Baghdad.

11/27/2008
CoR approves U.S.-Iraq 

Security Agreement (SA).

1/31/2009
Provincial elections held in 
14 of 18 provinces.

3/7/2010
Elections held 
for Iraq’s CoR.

9/1/2010
(Projected) Operation Iraqi 

Freedom concludes; U.S. 
forces complete transition 

to an advise-and-assist 
mission under Operation 

New Dawn.

1/1/2009
SA takes effect.

6/30/2009
Coalition security forces withdraw 

from Iraq’s major cities.

7/25/2009
KRG holds parliamentary 
and presidential elections.

7/31/2009
Last non-U.S. coalition 
partner combat forces 
leave Iraq.

12/10−11/2009
Iraq holds second round of bidding 
for oil services contracts, awarding 
7 contracts (Najma, Qaiyarah, 
Badra, Halfaya, Garraf, Majnoon, 
and West Qurna 2).

6/30/2009
Iraq holds first round of bidding for 
oil services contracts, awarding one 

contract (Rumaila). Two additional 
contracts awarded several months 

later (Zubair and West Qurna 1).

5/22/2003
UNSCR 1483 recognizes USA/UK as occupying 

authorities, lifts non-military sanctions, and 
creates UN Special Representative.

8/14/2003
UNSCR 1500 

establishes UN 
Assistance 

Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI).

8/18/2003
CPA Order 22 

creates the New 
Iraqi Army.

12/13/2003
Saddam Hussein 
captured near 
Tikrit.

8/29/2003  
Mohammed Baqir al-Hakim, 
leader of SCIRI, killed with at 
least 82 others in bombing of 
Imam Ali Mosque in Najaf.

9/13/2003
CPA Order 35 re-establishes 
Council of Judges as an 
independent judicial branch. 

10/16/2003
UNSCR 1511 authorizes 
the Multi-National 
Forces-Iraq and calls for 
IGC to propose plan for 
drafting Iraqi constitution 
by 12/15/2003.

5/23/2003
CPA Order 2 
dissolves security 
institutions.

4/19/2010
U.S. military confirms that 
al-Qaeda in Iraq’s top two 
leaders (al-Masri and 
al-Baghdadi) have been 
killed during a raid in a 
remote region in the 
western province of Anbar. 

1968
Ba’athist President 
Ahmed Hasan al-Bakir 
comes to power.

1970
Kurdish 
autonomy 
accord 
reached with 
Iraqi regime.

1975
 Iran-Iraq 

treaty signed.

1979
 Saddam 
Hussein 

comes to 
power.

1980
Saddam 

Hussein voids 
treaty with 

Iran; Iran-Iraq 
war begins.

1981
Israel bombs Iraq’s 
Osirak nuclear 
reactor.

1988
Iran-Iraq cease-fire 
agreement signed.

1990
Iraq invades Kuwait; UN 

Security Council imposes 
economic sanctions on Iraq.

1995
Oil-for-Food 

program 
begins.

1998
Operation Desert 

Fox begins.

1999
Muqtada al-Sadr’s father 
assassinated on steps of 

Najaf’s grand mosque.

3/20/2003
U.S.-led Coalition 

invades Iraq.

5/1/2003
End of 
major 

combat 
opera-

tions.

4/9/2003
Baghdad 
falls to 
U.S. 
forces.

12/23/2005
IMF approves its first-ever 
Stand-By Arrangement for 
Iraq, totaling $685 million, 
to facilitate Iraq’s debt 
restructuring with Paris Club 
creditors and support the 
country’s economic 
program through 2005.
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1980 
Saddam Hussein expels tens of thousands of 
Shia from Iraq following an assassination 
attempt on Tareq Aziz by the Shia Dawa party.

1991
U.S. Operation Provide Comfort begins to aid 
Kurdish refugees who left northern Iraq in the 
wake of the Persian Gulf War; 800,000 fled to 
Iran, 300,000 fled to Turkey, and another 
100,000 were stuck along the Turkish border.

2003
UN reports that an estimated 4.2 million Iraqis 
fled their homes from 1980 to 2003; most left 
in 2003.

2008
Reports estimate 2.7 million displaced within 
Iraq and another 2 million living as refugees 
outside of Iraq.

Northern No-Fly Zone
36th parallel

Southern No-Fly Zone
33rd parallel

Green Line

Iraqi Civilian Fatalities

Four Blackwater contractors killed and hanged from a bridge; Coalition 
response sparks an uprising in Falluja. In a separate incident, Coalition 
forces close a newspaper operated by Muqtada al-Sadr and try to 
arrest him, sparking uprisings in Baghdad and Najaf.

Al-Askariya Mosque (revered by Shia) is 
bombed, setting off a wave of reprisals 

not limited to mosque bombings.
More than 100 killed by two 
suicide bombers at the 
offices of the main Kurdish 
political parties in Erbil.

Dozens of Shia worshippers 
killed by nine bombs set by 
Sunni insurgents in Kerbala 
and Kadhimiya.

Four suicide bombers 
driving fuel tankers 

kill more than 500 
Yazidis in villages in 

northern Iraq.

Iraq sustained at least 100 
violent attacks during the 

March 7, 2010, elections; 367 
people died in March, 

including 216 civilians and 151 
security members.

Security Incidents, Reported by MNC-I

Security Incidents, Reported by USF-I and GOI

4/4/2010
At least 40 people killed and more than 220 wounded in 

suicide bombings near diplomatic missions of Iran, 
Germany, Egypt, and Spain.

4/10/2010
A series of bombs destroys 
7 apartment buildings in 
mainly Shia neighborhoods 
in Baghdad, killing at least 
35 people; USF-I reports 
these as house-borne 
improvised explosive 
devices.

4/2/2010
Insurgents dressed as Iraqi Police and 
U.S. soldiers execute 24 Iraqis in a 
predominantly Sunni neighborhood 
outside of Baghdad; many were 
members of the Sunni Awakening 
Movement, which allied with 
Coalition forces as part of the Sons of 
Iraq (SOI) program.  

Nicholas Berg beheaded by 
Islamic militants.

Key Events Reduce Violence

Anbar Awakening 
Council Formed 

President Bush Announces U.S. Surge Muqtada al-Sadr Declares 
Cease-fire

Basrah and al-Sadr 
City Operations
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(U.S. Forces Exceed 150,000)

U.S. Surge

Triangle of DeathSunni Triangle

Disputed Internal Boundaries

Pre-Invasion Map
8/9/1992−5/1/2003

In 1991, a coalition of 34 countries expelled Iraqi forces from Kuwait during the Persian Gulf War. Air supremacy 

and the use of technologically advanced weapon systems resulted in a lopsided victory for the coalition. In 

addition, their ability to conduct a successful, UN-sanctioned mission set a precedent cited by advocates of 

future interventions. As they retreated to Baghdad, Iraqi forces ignited oil wells, presaging the asymmetric 

threats that U.S.-led forces would face in 2003.

 After the war, no-fly zones were enforced to protect the Kurdish population in the north and the Shia 

population in the south. Under UN Security Council-imposed economic sanctions, the Oil-for-Food Program 

enabled Iraqi oil proceeds to buy only basic humanitarian supplies, cementing the conditions for poverty and 

the continuing deterioration of Iraq’s essential services infrastructure. The UNSC declared Iraq in material breach 

of its resolutions by late 2002, setting the stage for the invasion of  Iraq in March 2003.

 The lessons of the Persian Gulf War heavily influenced the planning and conduct of the Iraq War. Belief in the 

utility of force and the overwhelming superiority of the U.S. military resulted in a war plan utilizing relatively few 

high-end forces to effect a massive revolution in Iraqi government, politics, and society. But asymmetric threats, 

like insurgency, would undermine the quick military victory, and reconstruction costs in the post-sanction 

environment would be more costly than planners had anticipated.

Gulf War and UN Sanctions
1990−2003

Average Iraqi Electricity Supply and Estimated Demand, by Month 
1/2004−3/2010Iraqi Electricity Supply

1980−2002 

Monthly Security Incidents and Civilian Fatalities 
2004–2010

Annual Security Incidents per 10,000 People, by Province
2/22/2006—5/2/2007

Annual Security Incidents per 10,000 People, by Province
5/1/2008—3/26/2010
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U.S. Funding Available for Iraq Reconstruction 
2004–2010

Annual Security Incidents per 10,000 People, by Province
1/3/2004−2/21/2006
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